
Nearly two years after The Model Group and Episcopal Retirement Services broke ground on the historic Manse Hotel and Annex renova-tion, more area seniors now have access to safe, comfortable and affordable hous-ing in Walnut Hills, thanks to the gener-osity of many donors to The Next Dance at The Manse capital campaignNow known as The Manse Apartments, the community provides 60 affordable housing units for seniors with incomes of 30%, 50%, or 60% of area median in-come. Because of the senior target popu-lation, all units will incorporate “aging in place” and “visitability” design standards, 20 units will be ADA accessible, and each building will have an elevator.Residents will enjoy a fully-equipped fit-ness room, outdoor and indoor commu-nity spaces, and a neighborhood that is not only pedestrian-friendly but has excel-lent access to public transit, state-of-the-art medical care, restaurants, retail, pub-

lic parks, and more. These are all critical factors to helping older adults remain liv-ing independently as engaged members of the community.
The Manse, initially included in The Green Book as a safe, First Class hotel for African-Americans during segrega-tion, was recently added to the National Historic Register. Many famous and in-fluential African Americans stayed at, or visited, The Manse Hotel in the 1940s-60s.The project has widespread support from the City of Cincinnati, the Walnut Hills Area Council and Redevelopment Foundation, and other local businesses and community groups.

$13.3M in financing was secured for the renovation, but due to the dilapidat-ed condition of the buildings and strict requirements regarding historic restora-tion, many of the features that are consid-ered hallmarks of ERS Affordable Living  
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The Revitalization of The Manse

Residents enjoy the historical display that was made possible by generous donors.

Story continued on page 5
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